Curriculum Intent - Spanish

Curriculum Priorities

The Spanish Curriculum at Nottingham Girls’ Academy is designed to ignite intercultural
curiosity and understanding in our pupils. Our inner-city school is ethnically diverse, with a
diverse range of home languages spoken in our wider community. By providing a gateway
into the Hispanic world, we aim to demonstrate the interdependence between pupils’ local
and global perspectives. In line with our BUILD philosophy, our Spanish curriculum cultivates
tolerance and empathetic attitudes towards others through the exploration of different
customs and traditions practiced in Spain and beyond.

At NGA, we choose to teach Spanish promote social mobility for all and we passionately
believe that modern foreign languages are not an elitist subject and are essential in all walks
of life, given that they build confidence, resilience and communication skills which benefit
pupils in the wider world of academia and work.

We aim to nurture a can-do attitude, taking pupils out of their comfort zone in a supportive
learning environment where pupils see that mistakes are a central part of the learning
process, overridden by the will to try and the desire to succeed.

Our pedagogy is underpinned by expert subject knowledge and a passion for the language
and culture of Spain and Hispanic America.

Knowledge

By the end of Key Stage 4 we want pupils to have developed thematic, grammatical and
cultural knowledge enabling them to read, write, listen, speak and translate with confidence
and accuracy in Spanish across a range of topics. We believe the curriculum should be
pertinent to the experiences and interests of our school’s community. We also want to
develop pupils’ interest in hispanic culture and therefore we weave appropriate cultural
material into many topics. Our curriculum is organised thematically, and these three themes
are splitinto eight topics, supplemented by the explicit teaching of phonics presented through
NCELP resources to create an awareness of sound-spelling links.

These themes are:

Theme 1 — Identity and Culture

Topic 1: Me, my family and friends
e Relationships with family and friends
e Marriage/partnership

Topic 2: Technology in everyday life
e Social media
e Mobile technology



Topic 3: Free-time activities
e Music
e Cinemaand TV
e Food and eating out
e Sport

Topic 4: Customs and festivals in Spanish-speaking countries/communities

Theme 2 - Local, national, international and global areas of interest

Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region
Topic 2: Social issues

e Charity/voluntary work
e Healthy/unhealthy living

Topic 3: Global issues
e The environment
e Poverty/homelessness

Topic 4: Travel and tourism

Theme 3 - Current and future study and employment

Topic 1: My studies

Topic 2: Life at school/college

Topic 3: Education post-16

Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions

Grammar
e Noun
e Articles

e Adjectives

e Adverbs

e Quantifiers/intensifiers
e Pronouns

e Verbs

e Prepositions

e Conjunctions

e Number, quantity, dates
e Time



Tenses:
e present indicative
e present continuous
e preterite
e imperfect: in weather expressions with estar, hacer
o imperfect (R)
e immediate future
e future (R)
e perfect: most common verbs only
e conditional: gustar only in set phrases
e pluperfect (R)
e gerund (R)
e imperative: common forms including negative
e subjunctive, present (R) in certain exclamatory phrases (jViva! jDigame!)
e subjunctive, imperfect: quisiera
e impersonal verbs: most common only.

Skills

For those who study Spanish at Key Stage 4, we want pupils to be able to:




For those who study Spanish at Key Stage 5, we want students to:




Skills

The skills we aim to develop are:
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Qualities

The qualities we aim to develop are:
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Curriculum Principles

Sequencing, Learning and Assessment

Our curriculum has been structured to take into account the cognitive science of how we
learn. Key knowledge is covered sequentially and deliberately revisited and built upon.
Spaced practice and retrieval are a feature of the curriculum structure.

This is further reinforced by:

e Learning Challenge: a purely formative assessment to help evaluate, and then
reshape learning and address misconceptions at the end of each unit.

e Learning Consolidation: a summative assessment, taken at a planned interval from
the end of the unit, to help evaluate retention of learning in the long-term memory.



Cultural Capital

Cultural capital is developed throughout the curriculum with deliberate opportunities for all
pupils (but especially disadvantaged pupils) to experience aspects of the taught curriculum
through trips, events and activities and broaden their horizons.

For example:

e Theatre Play — A production in Spanish by native speakers is delivered to KS3 pupils
in the summer term

e Events as available from the University of Nottingham School of Cultures, Languages
and Area Studies department

e We are exploring the logistics of a trip to Spain in collaboration with Art / Humanities
/ PE.

e Multilingual Club — In response to a request for exposure to different languages and
cultures, our lunchtime multilingual club is delivered by both staff and pupils and has
included Portuguese, French, Urdu, Quechua, Sign Language ...

e KS4 lunchtime conversation club

Equality

We want our curriculum to reflect what it means to be a young, British woman today; for our
pupils to know about the struggle and sacrifice that has led to the freedom and opportunity
they have. We want them to know about their heritage and culture, and that of others in our
community, enabling them to celebrate it and contribute to the progress of democracy as
global citizens. We therefore regularly review and consult on the equality of our curriculum.

For example:

e Pupils learn about the rights of children in other parts of the world in year 9.

e We teach pupils about culturally significant events in Hispanic culture in Y7, 8, 9, 10
and 11 for example The Day of the Dead to facilitate discussion around other
relevant cultural events for example Eid.

e Curiosity is fostered in all Spanish lessons when learning about Hispanic culture and
a safe environment is provided in order to discuss points of commonality as well as
difference between pupils.

Careers and Employability

To support our pupils growing understanding of how our subject might support them with
employment, we plan in explicit links between their subject area and possible career
pathways. Examples of the careers and sectors we highlight are:

Within lessons, we persistently build key employability skills, through...



Opportunities to develop Public Speaking and Communication skills through the delivery of
presentations to their peers and small groups, in a foreign language, starting as early as Year
7.

The development of other essential employability skills and explicit reference to these, for
example:

*Resilience - dealing with the frustration of ‘not knowing’ & entirely understanding a text,
showing pupils that this is a natural step along the path to fluency

*Adaptability — working around the ‘unknown’ and adapting communication to suit the
same desired outcome

*Independence — stepping away from reliance on resources, exploring a range of essential
study and organisational skills associated with learning a language, encouraging pupils to
analyse which of these works best for them

*Collaboration and Leadership skills — in group tasks

*Listening skills — languages demonstrate the intense need to not only speak but listen as a
form of learning

*Looking in depth at the need for Languages within the modern working world, both at the
beginning of Year 7 and more in depth in Year 11. We raise pupils’ awareness of the
following:

*The growing linguistic deficit in the UK and why there is a growing need for language skills
locally, nationally and globally

*The expanding demand for Spanish due to globalisation and rapid economic growth in
Latin American countries, now making it the second most spoken language in the world

*In Year 11 and Sixth Form, writing a job application and letter in a formal context is
explored, with an international perspective on the use of language, style and differing
requirements

*Qutside the classroom, pupils also have the following opportunities:

*Events as available from the University of Nottingham School of Cultures, Languages and
Area Studies department

*Careers and Modern Foreign Languages session during year 10 careers week

*Opportunities for KS4 and KS5 to teach younger pupils their own home languages, or a
language of personal interest in Multilingual Club



